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                        4958 West Cherry Laurel Lane West Jordan UT 84081 • Phone: (801-706-1715)
                                                                                                 E-mail:  rabrooks49@gmail.com                                                    

          Ronald A. Brooks, Member
Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee – Area 7
A Fraternal Organization

TO:   Area 7 Exalted Rulers and Secretaries





   August 10, 2023
RE:   Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee Programs  

Dear Exalted Rulers & Secretaries,

Enclosed is a summary of programs and contests conducted by the Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee.  For a thorough review of the Fraternal Committee’s 2023-2024 Programs, Contests and Awards visit:

https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/default.cfm
I direct your attention to the following items, which are discussed in detail in the following 2-page memo. 

· Exalted Ruler Organizational Chart

· All-American Lodge − Contest “A”
· Americanism Essay Contest
· Awards: GER Outstanding Member Commendations and Special Citations; Citizen of the Year, Elk of the Year and Officer of the Year

As Area 7 Committee member, I ask you to participate in these rewarding programs.  Your leadership positions present the opportunity for you to make a difference in our national efforts to increase Lodge participation.  Attached are items that you will find helpful as you promote Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee Programs in your lodge.  
Thank you for your assistance!  Together, we will help Lodges realize GER Randy Shook’s theme for this year of We Are THE ELKS!
Cordially and fraternally,

Ronald A. Brooks Member
Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee

To:  

Area 7 ER’s & Lodge Secretaries 
California Hawaii Arizona Nevada Utah
From:

Ronald A. Brooks, Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee, Area 7 Member

Subject:  
2023-24 GL Fraternal Committee Selected Programs & Contests Summary

Date:

August 10, 2023
Introduction 
The Fraternal Committee is responsible for promoting Americanism and Lodge Activities Programs.  A complete list of “Programs & Downloads” is available at: https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/default.cfm
Following is a summary of selected committee programs and activities that you should highlight to your district Exalted Rulers during your meetings and throughout the lodge year.   All necessary forms and applications are available at: https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/downloads.cfm
All-American Lodge Award
Showcase your Lodge as a valued community partner by participating in the All-American Lodge Contest.  Active lodges value Contest A as an activity roadmap to guide them to a rewarding and successful year. Yearly participation leads to significant community involvement and recognition. Lodges become more active, more visible and “go from surviving to thriving lodges”! 

The Exalted Ruler must forward completed entry forms (signed by both the ER and Lodge Secretary) with supporting/backup material to their District Deputy postmark no later than April 1st, 2024. 

The District Deputy will verify and enter in the Points Earned column the Activities conducted by the Lodge. The DD will forward winners in each of the six divisions to the State Lodge Activities Chairman by April 15th, 2024. 

State Lodge Activities Chair forward for national consideration the top three finalists in each of the six divisions by April 30th, 2024.  

Americanism Essay Contest 

 The 2023-2024 Americanism Essay Contest theme is “What does the Bill of Rights mean to me?” The Local Lodge submission deadline is December 15th. Lodges have until January 31st to forward winners to their District Americanism Chairman, and district results must be forwarded to the State Americanism Chairman by February 28th.  

There are four separate divisions for judging essays: Division I- 5th grade; Division II- 6th grade; Division III- 7th grade; Division IV- 8th grade. Nationally, first-place, second-place and third-place authors in each division will receive monetary awards of $1,000, $500, and $250 respectfully. Many Lodges, Districts and State 
Associations also provide various forms of recognition to their respective winners, and the Fraternal Committee appreciates and encourages their extraordinary efforts in support of the contest.
We ask that your Americanism Committee send a certificate of Participation to each essay entrant, this is a fillable form that should be on the thumb drive you were given at the Grand Lodge session in Minneapolis.

Awards 

Citizen, Elk and Officer of the Year Awards request forms are available online and must be submitted to the Grand Secretary’s Office between January 1st and March 31st.  
Grand Exalted Ruler’s Outstanding Service Certificates - Exalted Rulers are authorized to issue two (2) Outstanding Member Certificates to persons performing outstanding Lodge service.  

Special Citations are awarded to Exalted Rulers and Lodges who meet certain criteria. Requests for these Grand Exalted Ruler Award Forms need to be sent to your area Fraternal Committeeman no later than March 31st, 2024 using forms available at the site listed above. 

Finally, two items of interest….  First, the ER Flow Chart includes Important 2023-2024 Contest Dates for Exalted Rulers; and second, the Fraternal Committee Award Pin is available.  You should use it to recognize deserving members!
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