Podcast series, Drug Take Back Day among successes in ’23

By William J. Bryan, National Director, Elks Drug Awareness Commission

Well as we try to stay warm during these winter months, I want to share with you that as of this month our Awkward Conversations 2023 video podcasts have been viewed more than 650,000 times!

That’s fantastic news, but we have fewer than 2,500 subscribers to our YouTube channel. Want to help the Elks Drug Awareness Program? Simply go to the Elks DAP YouTube channel and hit the “subscribe” button. Sounds like a commercial, doesn’t it? Well, simply put, it is! It’s easy to do and believe it or not, it helps the Elks by subscribing, so please take the time to do so.

Prescription drug abuse is the nation’s fastest-growing drug problem and has been classified as an epidemic by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. While the fentanyl problem receives the press it deserves, we must continually warn our youth about the dangers of drugs. During the last National Prescription Drug Take Back Day in October, the efforts of communities, law enforcement, and the DEA removed 599,897 pounds of unneeded medications from more than 4,500 sites.

The DAP directors have been busy this winter putting together a new budget and program for the coming Elks year. We are asking Lodges and specifically incoming ERs to plan, in conjunction with their State Association’s Drug Awareness Chair, a year full of drug awareness activities. We are all in this fight together and we need all Lodges on board.

If you have a specific question about a certain drug or paraphernalia, here’s a great website to help you learn more: getsmartaboutdrugs.gov/drugs. Simply type in the search bar what you’re looking for. This is especially good for parents and grandparents to educate yourselves on what may be happening in your communities. While our mission is to educate children, we want to help parents as well. This website can also be accessed for Spanish speakers.

Thank you to all Elks who believe our children are worth it!
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